
What Now? Week 5 

______________ 
Guss, Nancy N. Isolation Shorts. ©2020 
 

New Ideas 
 
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves; ensure justice for those being crushed. Yes, 
speak up for the poor and helpless, and see that they get justice” ~Proverbs 31:8-9 (NLT).  
 
Is it punishment? Test? Apocalypse? How about all three?  
 
How can God let 2020 happen this way? In The Bible, when this occurs, it is implied that God is 
punishing stubborn and rebellious people. When I hear people say "God is punishing them for their 
sin," then “Judge not, lest ye be judged,” pops into my head. I remember someone a long time ago 
told me that God was punishing the LGBTQ people with AIDS. My response to that person was, 
“No, he’s seeing who has compassion. It’s not a punishment, it’s a test.” If it were a punishment, 
wouldn’t the lesbians get AIDS, too? No, it was a test. That person didn’t say that around me again. 
I hope they removed the thought all together.  
 
Fast forward to today. We are raping our earth, at war with each other, filled with hate and rage. 
We have a plague, partisan politics, cheaters in power, many hurricanes, horrific fires, earthquakes, 
wars and rumors of wars….  
 
In today’s world, people feel they are not heard, silenced, choked, can’t breathe. When a child’s 
needs are not met, he cries louder; cries become screams. The same is holding true today with 
people needing justice. First it was the knee, then the evidence, then the outrage, then the protests, 
then the vandalism; the cries turned to screams. As with an infant, the needs must be met to get 
the screaming to stop. They must be loved, changed, and fed.  
 
It’s dangerous to take a side and speak out. These times require people to pick a side. If we are in 
apocalyptic times, we will be required to take a stand, so why not now. God does not want us to 
be “lukewarm.” He wants us to take the side of love. When I pick the side I believe has Jesus on 
it, the side of love, today’s people rub the message in the dirt and call me names, “snowflake,” 
“liberal,” “disgrace,” “bleeding heart.” The Bible is clear about what to do here: take that 
uncomfortable stand for justice and righteousness, regardless of the consequences. We must not 
condemn those asking for help; we must listen. We must use our voices.  
 
Then I recalled that when Jesus took God’s side, he was whipped, humiliated, and crucified. Faith. 
Faith does not mean all will be well, but it means that God’s WILL shall be WELL when “It is 
Finished.” It means that we must take that cross, remember what it stands for, and do our part for 
good. This then suggests the question, “What does my faith demand that I stand for?”  
 
I guess it depends on what I see around me, especially as this election draws near. For me, when I 
see racist or hateful comments toward others fighting for their rights, I must take that stand. I stand 
for love, compassion, giving, respecting, listening, teaching, justice, and trying to do what is right, 
even when others are doing what I feel is wrong.  
 
I cannot allow myself to judge the Christians that seem to stand for hate or justify their beliefs: 
“He was a criminal,” or “He was on drugs,” but I can proclaim that I won’t do that. I won’t be able 
to convince anyone with so much ego tied into the rhetoric and propaganda that maybe their way 
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is not Christ’s way after all. I can continue to share and teach to those who will listen. I will take 
my stand and leave others to make their decisions for themselves and their souls.  
 
In faith, I can try to practice all the things Jesus said to do for God and others. I know that I fall 
short in many ways, but faith will lead me to where I need to be, what I need to do, and when to 
take my stand. For this, I substitute the word “faith” for the word “grace” in one line of Amazing 
Grace: “It’s faith that has brought me safe thus far, and faith will lead me home.”  
 
Reflection: What does faith demand? Has your faith been tested? Is it being tested now?  
 
Response: Where does faith demand that you take a stand? How will you do that? When 
confronted by a friend, family member, or acquaintance about an issue covered in The Bible, how 
will you take your stand? Come up with a single sentence that declares your faith on one important 
human rights issue. Practice a simple, but clear and firm response that may just help others 
understand.  
 
Prayer: God, have mercy on my sins. Strengthen me to love my enemies and serve those who 
make me uncomfortable. Renew me so that I regard others as equal to myself, think charitably 
toward my neighbors, and seek to understand and appreciate those who differ from me. Help me 
be a person faithful to your truths. Help me take a stand when I need to and help me stay quiet and 
listen when others present different ideas. Fill me with your wisdom, truth, and words. Amen. 


